
“Stop Outsourcing of Torture”
Press Conference Convened by Congressman Edward Markey

March 10, 2005

Statement by Alexandra Arriaga
Director of Government Relations

Amnesty International USA

Thank you Congressman Markey for your leadership to end the practice of renditions and for your commitment 
to protecting freedom and human rights.   

All governments have a duty to protect the safety of the public, to investigate crime, and to bring those 
responsible to justice. Amnesty International recognizes that governments must cooperate in their investigations 
and judicial proceedings where the threats or crimes in question cross national boundaries.  But this must take 
place within the framework of national and international laws and standards, including standards for humane 
practices.

There is, however, mounting evidence of a wide-ranging US program to transfer detainees to countries outside 
the rule of law through "extraordinary renditions” that place individuals in direct threat of torture and other forms 
of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.  Amnesty International has documented 30 individual cases in a 
recent report, but estimates in the press suggest the total number of rendered persons may be as high as 150 or 
more. 

Renditions are a form of government cooperation that the US should not be party to.  Renditions are immoral, 
illegal, impractical, and simply wrong.  They violate fundamental human rights and international law and they 
obstruct the search for justice and quest for security.  The arrest and detention of suspects should take place in 
courtrooms, not in clandestine flights: a ‘Torture Express’ operated by agents of the United States.

It is essential that the United States adopt new safeguards and tighter protections against the transfer of 
detainees to countries known to engage in torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment. 
Diplomatic assurances are sorely insufficient – what country would admit in advance that it intends to break the 
law and torture its detainees?  US officials have already acceded that they are unable to follow up to ensure 
against electric shock, severe beatings, prolonged sleep deprivation, and other forms torture and ill treatment.  
Independent monitors, such as the International Committee of the Red Cross or organizations such as Amnesty 
International and others, must be given access to ensure detainees are treated humanely in accordance with 
US and international law and standards.  Violators must be subject to investigation and prosecution by an 
independent judicial process that meets US and international standards of fairness.  And the US government 
must withdraw the reservations and understanding it placed upon ratifying the Convention Against Torture, and 
signal to the world its unequivocal support for upholding the treaty obligations. 

President Bush, in his inauguration address, stated that "all who live in tyranny and hopelessness can know: the 
United States will not ignore your oppression, or excuse your oppressors.”  Sadly, it appears the United States 
is willing to ignore countries’ records of torture when it delivers detainees into their prison cells and when it turns 
a blind eye to oppressors who torture their captives.  

Congressman Markey has called this nefarious practice what it is: “morally repugnant.”  Many of us believe that 
the United States must do better and that the country’s founders would roll over in their graves to know of such 
abuse.  Congressman Markey, we applaud your initiative, support the principles your bill seeks to address, and 
look forward to working with you to find effective ways to end renditions and restore American leadership in 
international human rights. 


